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Presentation Notes
In this presentation we look at BBB

The Unbreakable report made the case that disaster losses disproportionately affect poor people. The report showed that they tend to be more exposed, more vulnerable, have limited ability to cope with disasters

Global well-being losses are $550 billion – 60% larger than pure asset losses

Small island developing states have been at the forefront of the fight against the devastating impacts of climate change. 
High exposure, high frequency, high  concentration of assets
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The Caribbean Hurricane season of 2017 was a tragic illustration of this. 
Sept 8

from left to right:
Hurricane Katia – Cat2
Hurricane Irma – Cat5 – 134 deaths – Barbuda: 95% of buildings severley damaged or destroyed
Hurricane Jose – Cat4 

The risk is real every year
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Just the year before: Hurricane Matthew, Haiti, 2016
Severe damages – 546 people were killed, more than 175,500 people sought refuge in shelters, 450,000 children were out of school, thousands of essential infrastructure assets were destroyed

Opportunity to build back better

the point of this presentation is not that we should wait until a disaster happens, but need to prepare to be able to BBB



4

Well-being impacts of natural shocks

~ $300 b p.a.

~ $520 b p.a.
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Presentation Notes
Just looking at asset losses (300bn) is not enough 

Unbreakable model considers the effects on well-being – this takes the annual average losses due to disasters to 520bn



Building Back 
Better:

Stronger
Faster
More inclusively
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Presentation Notes
Resilience
Stock of income,
consumption
Well-being




 Risk-informed building standards
 Smart spatial planning
 Pre-approved designs
 Technical assistance

 Global well-being losses due to 
disasters reduced by 12%, or 
US$65 billion

Building Back Better | Stronger
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Presentation Notes
Not only stronger – also higher service quality (China)



Building Back Better | Stronger

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain “stronger”
Add asset losses



 Pre-listing and contracting debris 
removal and construction firms

 Contingent financing
 Rapidly scalable social protection 

systems
 Streamlined allocation of recovery 

funds

 Global well-being losses due to 
disasters reduced by 14%, or 
US$75 billion

Building Back Better | Faster
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For instance, the government follows a phased approach that prioritizes the rapid rebuilding of homes and basic infrastructure (e.g. sanitation), then progresses to infrastructure, and finally to economic development. It has also established streamlined budgetary processes to ensure that funds can be disbursed and transmitted quickly and efficiently to where they are most needed. 

Colombia, 2010 flooding



Building Back Better | Faster



 Social protection programs 
targeting the most vulnerable

 Ensuring reconstruction does 
not overlook low-income areas

 Global well-being losses due to 
disasters reduced by 9%, or 
US$52 billion

Building Back Better | More inclusively



Building Back Better | More inclusively
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Presentation Notes
Find in Unbreakable: Something like “50% of lowest income people lose 5% of assets”
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Building Back… 

…Stronger, 
Faster, 
& More Inclusively

Global well-being losses 
due to disasters reduced 
by 31%, or US$173 billion
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Presentation Notes
We can summarize these impacts like this:

Direct
Assets losses & damages, most prominent

Indirect
 Indirect effects, often overlooked

These categories refer to costs that clearly occur as a consequence of disasters

What are firms doing to adapt to these disruptions?




Building Back Stronger, Faster, & More Inclusively



 Building Back Better is more than just Stronger

 The benefits are significant (US$173 billion globally)

 The ability to build back better depends on 
thorough preparation

Building Back Better
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Presentation Notes
Not only stronger – also higher service quality (China)

Build capacity/processes to deal with small, frequent events, to build expertise for big ones (e.g debris mgt)



www.gfdrr.org/en/publication/building-back-better
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Thanks to Stephane, Jun and Brian
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