SIDS Fellowships

for Small Island Developing States water professionals

In August 2015, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and UNESCO-IHE
Institute for Water Education jointly launched the
project "Strengthening Small Island Developing
States’ capacity in the water sector to cope with the
effects of climate change”.

The project aims to strengthen the capacity of profes-
sionals and decision makers in order to improve water
management in small island developing states (SIDS),
to better address future challenges such as coping
with the effects of climate change.

The beneficiaries of the project are water
professionals who are responsible for key decision
making processes in the governments of SIDS. The
fellowship covers the cost of tuition fees, accommoda-
tion and travel.

UNESCO-IHE will provide at least 20 key water pro-
fessionals with MSc level education on relevant topics
for the SIDS, in two batches starting in 2015 and
2016. The 18 month MSc programmes include 6
months' field based research, to be conducted on
specific problems in the home country of the partici-
pant. Furthermore, UNESCO-IHE will provide at least
50 water professionals and decision makers with
specific expertise on relevant topics, by enabling them
to enroll in UNESCO-IHE Short Courses that start in
2016 and 2017.
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The need for capacity building of water
professionals in SIDS

The Report of the United Nations Conference of Sus-
tainable Development reiterated the importance of the
Development of Small Island Developing States, as
set out in the Barbados Programme of Action, for the
overall achievement of the Rio +20 Agenda.

In SIDS, management of natural resources, particu-
larly water, is a key issue: the quality and quantity
needs to be preserved for the people, the environment
and for the economic prosperity of SIDS, that often
relies on tourism for their survival.

The Rio +20 Agenda acknowledges the importance of
SIDS for future sustainable development, as set out in
the Development of Small Island Developing States -
Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius
Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Pro-
gramme of Action for the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing States.

About UNESCO-IHE

UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education is the
largest international graduate water education facility
in the world and is based in Delft, the Netherlands.

The Institute confers fully accredited MSc degrees,
and PhD degrees in collaboration with parthers. Since
1957 the Institute has provided graduate education to
more than 14,500 water professionals from over 160
countries, the vast majority from the developing world.

Vision & mission

UNESCO-IHE envisions a world in which people
manage their water and environmental resources in a
sustainable manner, and in which all sectors of
society, particularly the poor, can enjoy the benefits of
basic services.

The mission of UNESCO-IHE is to contribute to the
education and training of water professionals,
increasing of knowledge through research and
strengthening the capacity of organizations,
knowledge centers and institutions.

The core focus of UNESCO-IHE is on projects,
organisations and institutes within the water, environ-
ment and infrastructure sectors of both developing
countries and countries in transition.

UNESCO-IHE
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