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INTERNATIONAL FINANCING FOR 
DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT

THE 20-YEAR STORY (1991-2010)

1.	 Source	of	disaster	related	financing	is	the	Disaster	Aid	Tracking	database	(http://gfdrr.aiddata.org)	unless	otherwise	noted	and	values	are	in	Constant	USD	2009.	Category	'Disaster	prevention	
and	preparedness'	includes	flood	control	measures	and	'Emergency	response'	may	include	non-natural	disaster	related	aid	components.

DISASTER PREVENTION AND 
PREPAREDNESS IS A FRACTION 
OF INTERNATIONAL AID

LITTLE IMPROVEMENT SINCE 
THE HYOGO FRAMEWORK FOR 
ACTION (HFA) WAS ENDORSED
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US
$3.03 trillion

US$106.7 billion   
Funding for natural disasters1

3.5%

US$69.9 billion
Emergency response

65.5%

US$23.3 billion
Reconstruction & rehabilitation

21.8%

US$13.5 billion
Disaster prevention & preparedness

12.7%

Total international aid



THE CHOICES WE MADE IN 2010

2.	 GHA	Report,	2012.

3.	 Emergency	and	Development	Food	Aid,	taken	from	OECD	DAC	statistics.

4.	 Global	Fund	Annual	Report	2011.

on peacekeeping2 
US$9.5 billion

on food aid3  
 

US$4.2 billion
Disaster Prevention 
and Preparedness 
(2nd highest year 
on record)

US$1.1 billion
Global Fund 
for TB, Malaria 
and AIDS4

US$2.6 billion

TOP TEN RECIPIENTS OF DISASTER PREVENTION AND PREPAREDNESS, 
MOSTLY EMERGING ECONOMIES, ACCOUNT FOR 60% OF THE 20-YEAR TOTAL 
THE REMAINING 155 COUNTRIES SHARE THE REST
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PRIORITIES WE HAD OVER 20 YEARS

5.	 UNISDR	Mortality	Risk	Index,	2009	(http://www.preventionweb.net/files/9929_MRIA3.pdf)

6.	 Natural	Disaster	Hotspots:	A	Global	Risk	Analysis,	2005	(https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/7376)
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It is eight years into the implementation of the Hyogo 
Framework for Action for disaster risk reduction and two 
years to its likely renewal. Development partners are feverishly 
deliberating on setting the goals and priorities for a post-HFA 
framework and for integrating disaster risk considerations 
into the post-2015 Development Agenda. Irrespective of these 
discussions, natural disasters continue to devastate lives and 
livelihoods across the world and erode the development gains 
achieved over many decades of hard work.

At this crucial juncture, with all these decisions likely to 
shape how disaster risk is managed well into the future, 
now is the time to ask the question: how much has the 
international community contributed? Has it matched 
rhetoric with action? With growing consensus among the 
international community on investing more and better in 
disaster risk reduction, this is an opportune time to take an 
in-depth look into past and current commitments.

This report, due to be released in the summer of 2013, will 
present a thorough review of natural disaster related financing 
using the Disaster Aid Tracking (DAT) database developed 
by the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery 
on the AidData platform. This database, accessible at http://
gfdrr.aiddata.org, is the most comprehensive attempt to 
identify natural disaster related financing within international 
humanitarian and development assistance. 

The report will feature:

• The most comprehensive picture of international financing 
for disaster risk management to date. 

• An objective assessment of the trends emerging for 
financing of DRM and how it corresponds with key 
indicators of need and vulnerability.

• How financing for climate change adaptation is increasingly 
addressing disaster risk.

• Clear messages and a way forward for an exponential 
improvement in the way the international community 
reports and tracks investments in disaster risk reduction.

CONTACTS
Jan Kellett – j.kellett.ra@odi.org.uk
overseas development institute

Alice Caravani – a.caravani@odi.org.uk 
overseas development institute 

Hemang Karelia – hkarelia@worldbank.org
global facility for disaster reduction and recovery

Prashant – prashant@worldbank.org
global facility for disaster reduction and recovery

CLIMATE CONNECTIONS: ADAPTATION FINANCING ADDRESSING DISASTER RISK

FINANCING DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT: THE FORTHCOMING REPORT

1818	H	Street,	NW		|		Washington	DC	20433		|		USA

Tel:	+1	202	47838460				

www.gfdrr.org

203	Blackfriars	Road		|		London	SE1	8NJ		|		UK
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Top 10 recipients of targeted DRR

Benin 18.75

Grenada 16.41

Bhutan 11.49

St Vincent & Grenadine 10.31

Samoa 8.73

Burundi 8.72

Papua New Guinea 7.53

Nepal 6.3

Jamaica 5.62

Nicaragua 5.5

Others 115.43

Number of adaptation projects approved between 2003 and 2011

Total adaptation funding 
approved (US$ million)

No	disaster	risk	reduction	(DRR)	activities
Non-targeted	DRR
Targeted	DRR

661.60
46%

561.65
39%

214.79
15%
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7.	 Climate	Funds	Update	Website	(accessed	in	November	2012).
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